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then it was a manifestly unsatisfactory recommendation for the
treatment of a national difficulty.

Suggestions in various ways were constantly made to John
Lawrence urging him to he up and doing, also warning him.
against lethargy lest some day he should wake up to find that
the safety of India had been compromised. These suggestions
generally took the form of proposing the despatch of officers
to Afghanistan to obtain information and help the Afghan
ruler to organize his forces. No impression whatever was
made hereby on John Lawrence's judgment; yet he feared
lest this constant stream of suggestions from India should affect
public opinion, and lest he should some day be required by
directions from England to take steps for which he did not see
his way. There was on his part no blindness to the contin-
gencies which might eventually arise from the position of
Russia in Asia; indeed no man had a deeper insight into
these things than he. Still he desired if possible to keep his
countrymen quiet, because there was nothing that could be
properly done from India. Here was a case wherein the
maxim, when in doubt do nothing, had a peculiar significance.

I had not become the Foreign Secretary as yet, being still
in the Central Provinces or in the Deccan. The officer who
practically had the charge of the official papers relating to
Afghanistan was Mr. John Wyllie, a very talented and accom-
plished man. He wrote an interesting article, subsequently
avowed as his, in the Edinburgh Heview of January, 1867, on
the foreign policy of John Lawrence. In that article he stated
that respecting Eussia this policy tended towards " a masterly
inactivity/' Seldom has a phrase been so caught up for praise
or blame as this was at the time, though the blame prepon-
derated. It may have comprised something of truth and of
political expediency; still it had an admixture of error, and
was sure to be misconstrued by the majority of the public. As
is usual with unfortunate phrases, it clung to those concerned in
its production. Wyllie afterwards by an article in the fortnightly
Review defended his use of the expression; still the words were
to be regretted, as they were likely to detract from John